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It would be interesting to know where Elliot got it, for it is undoubted- 
ly spurious. 

C. B. 

The maintenance of peace. Or, the foundation of domestic and inter- 
national peace as deduced from the history of nations. By Samuel 
C. Vestal. (New York: G. P. Putnam and sons, 1920. 584 p. 
$5.00) 

This is not a volume on western history, but the theme is so important 
that it is bound to command the attention of historians in all fields. The 
most important single subject confronting the world in recent years is 
that of the maintenance of peace. It is refreshing to find a book on the 
subject that has been scientifically prepared, and that is free from the 
emotional preaching so common in the literature on the subject. 

Colonel Vestal has devoted the best years of his life to the military 
service of his country. He is more than a soldier ; he is a careful, scien- 
tific student of history. The present volume is the result of years of 
careful study of problems of world peace suggested by the pacifist pro- 
paganda. 

In chapters 1 and 2 he states his point of view, and points out that 
there are two main phases of the problem : first, the maintenance of do- 
mestic peace, from which there is no respite; and second, the mainte- 
nance of international peace. He then goes on in the succeeding chap- 
ters to show how nations have grown, how wars have come about and the 
purposes for which they have been fought, and the success of the 
various attempts to bring about an era of world peace. 

He reduces the various schemes for world peace to four types: first, 
world domination by a single power, such as Rome established in the 
days of Caesar; second, a balance of power maintained by independent 
nations such as has obtained in Europe in recent centuries ; third, a world 
federation such as some prominent publicists have proposed ; and fourth, 
a mutual guarantee of independence and territorial integrity against 
the aggressions of any outlaw power. Each plan is discussed histori- 
cally at considerable length and such conclusions as are drawn are 
based upon the actual experience of nations in the past. 

The Monroe doctrine, the effect of land and sea power, colonization, 
immigration, alliances, and disarmament are all discussed from the 
point of view of their relation to world peace. Authority for state- 
ments is given at all times and the ordinary canons of historical scholar- 
ship are carefully observed. The book is quite free from errors. The 
style is clear and forcible and in many places has a very high degree of 
literary merit. 
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A few sentences selected from the conclusions give some idea of the 
matured convictions of the writer. "A United States of the World 
would relieve mankind of that part of the burden of armaments which 
is caused by the fear of international war. But no form of government 
will ever wholly relieve mankind of the danger of civil wars, revolu- 
tions, and rebellions and of the necessity of arming against this dan- 
ger" (p. 549). "Since the beginning of recorded history the world 
has had to choose between Caesarism and the principle of nationality, 
between universal despotism and an aggregation of free commonwealths 
guaranteed and upheld by the principle of the balance of power" (p. 
549). "It is desirable that no nation be strong enough to act aggres- 
sively abroad ; but it is a necessary corollary that each nation should be 
strong enough to bear its own part of the burden of insuring the safety 
of all. In the future as in the past, in 2014 as in 1914 the overarmed 
and the unarmed nations will be a menace to the peace of the world" 
(p. 550). "It is the sacred duty of every people never to intrust to any 
hands but their own the perpetuity of their own liberties and institu- 
tions" (p. 550). "There is a vast difference between preparedness for 
defence and preparedness for conquest" (p. 551). "A superior fleet 
combined with a superior army is an instrument of aggression" (p. 553). 
"The phrase 'freedom of the seas' has more sound than meaning" (p. 
554). "The path to perpetual peace lies not in the domination of one 
nation over others, nor in World Confederation, nor in arbitration of pre- 
texts for war, nor in neutralizing small states, nor in disarmament, nor 
in peace dinners and amiability, nor in either republican or monarchical 
government, but in the mutual guarantee of territorial integrity and in- 
dependence and equal rights" (pp. 555-556). 

The greater part of the work on the volume was done prior to the 
entry of the United States into the world war. However, there are few 
volumes that are capable of throwing so much light upon present-day 
discussions of world peace and the league of nations. A careful study 
of Colonel Vestal's volume leads to the conclusion that it is the most 
important treatise on the subject in print and one that all future writers 
will consult and quote. 

An American history. Revised edition. By David Saville Muzzey, 
Ph.D. (New York: Ginn and company, 1917. 688 p. $1.92) 
When Dr. Muzzey 's book made its appearance in 1911, it was at once 
recognized as somewhat of a departure from the more conventional high 
school text. One of its conspicuous features was the relatively large 
amount of space given to the period since 1876. Another distinctive 
feature of the work was the rather fearless manner in which present-day 
men and measures were discussed. 



